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the late Elector, and Schulemburg as the mistress of  her   son, the  present  Elector.     Her  daughter, Sophie   Charlotte,  had   followed   the   same  policy towards the mistress of her husband, the King of Prussia, and Caroline, who had spent her childhood in  the corrupt Court of Dresden, her girlhood at Berlin, and had married into the family of Hanover, was not likely to take a different line.     If she had been  tempted  to do so,  she had the fate  of her unhappy mother-in-law before her eyes, who, largely in  consequence of her lack of complaisance,  was now dragging out her life in dreary Ahlden.    At Hanover even the court chaplain would, probably have   found   excuses  for   these   irregularities;   he would   have   pleaded   that  princes   were  not  like other   men,  and  as  they  were  obliged   to   make marriages   of  policy,   they  were  not amenable to the laws that govern meaner mortals.     Caroline's was not wholly a marriage of policy ; there is abundant evidence to prove that she was attached to her husband, and he, so far as* it was in his nature to be so, was devoted to her.    But he must have been very  tiresome  sometimes,   with  his  boasting  and strutting, his  silly vanity  and  absurd  stories,   his outbursts of temper and his utter inability to understand   or   sympathise with the higher side of her nature, and she was doubtless glad when he transferred some of his society to Mrs. Howard, provided always that Mrs. Howard kept her place.    To do Mrs. Howard justice, she showed no desire to vaunt herself,  or take advantage  of the  intimacy.    She